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BULK MILK DISPENSER RIBBON-CUTTING AT RED
TOP MIDDLE SCHOOL

On November 13th, The Dairy Alliance and Georgia Milk Producers
joined Bartow County Schools at Red Top Middle School in Emerson for
a ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating the system's adoption of bulk milk
dispensers in seven schools across the district. Georgia dairy farmer and
The Dairy Alliance Board of Directors member Ted Trotter also attended
the ribbon-cutting. Bartow County Schools is the 3rd district in the state
with bulk milk dispensers and is the first district with dispensers at
multiple schools. Red Top Middle School is the first middle school in
Georgia with a bulk milk dispenser.
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BULK MILK DISPENSER RIBBON GUTTING AT RED TOP MIDDLE SCHOOL

CONTINUED Back in June, the Georgia Milk Producers Board of Directors voted to

commit $200,000 to support the purchase and placement of bulk milk
= dispensers in cafeterias across Georgia. Trials from other states in The Dairy
Alliance service area (8 southeastern states) show a significant increase in
fluid milk consumption in schools that transition away from traditional open-
top coolers and cartons of milk to dispensers. One case study in a Virginia
public school found milk consumption increased by as much as 52% due to
reduced waste and increased student interest. Through this partnership
between The Dairy Alliance and Georgia Milk Producers, over 30 dispensers
will be installed in schools across Georgia.

At the ribbon-cutting, The Dairy Alliance's Will McWhirter thanked Red Top
Middle School and Bartow County Schools for their commitment to
supporting the dairy industry through the installation of a dispenser. Ted
Trotter expressed how dairy farmers want to improve the school milk
experience, and how this is a huge step forward for both our farmers and
students. Anna Clark, Bartow County Schools Nutrition Marketing Specialist,
and Wes Dickey, Red Top Middle School Principal, both welcomed the
audience to the school and expressed their commitment to extending
learning opportunities to engage students and teach them to understand
where their food comes from. Thank you to The Dairy Alliance, Bartow
County Schools, Red Top Middle School, and Ted and Gail Trotter for
representing Georgia dairy farmers.

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN ENDED

Congress passed and President Trump signed legislation to fund the federal government and end the 43 day
government shutdown Wednesday, November 12. The funding measure included full funding for USDA and FDA for
fiscal year 2026 (ending September 30, 2026). USDA Service Centers have been open since Secretary of Agriculture
Brooke Rollins ordered them to reopen for basic service in October. The bill also included $10 billion for farm loans
and $850 million for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide technical assistance to producers.

Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP)

USDA announced on November 13 that the Emergency Livestock Relief Program enrollment deadline has been
extended to November 21. The program was launched in September to assist livestock producers with losses incurred
from floods and wildfires in 2023 and 2024. To streamline the program, USDA made a predetermined list of
"automatically qualified" counties. Most Georgia counties fall into that category based on rainfall data from either
Hurricane Idalia (2023) or Hurricanes Debbie and Helene (2024). Producers in the automatically eligible counties will
need to show documentation certifying the number of cows, heifers, and calves on the farm at the time of the
hurricane. Producers from counties not listed as eligible (most notably Burke County) can still qualify for assistance
but will need to provide additional documentation to their county staff in order to qualify. This additional
documentation can include disaster declarations made for the county, photographs documenting damage and loss,
and additional weather data showing severe weather, flooding and unusually large amounts of precipitation.

GMP encourages all Georgia dairy farms to sign up for this program at their local USDA service center. GMP members
with questions about eligibility can contact the local USDA office or call GMP (Bryce's cell: 229-221-3906) if they
need help gathering qualifying information.

FARRAH NEWBERRY NAMED NEW CEO OF THE DAIRY ALLIANCE

The Dairy Alliance Board of Directors recently announced the organization has named Farrah

Newberry as its new Chief Executive Office. Newberry was serving as interim-CEO for the past two

months and served as Senior Vice President for Agricultural and Environmental Affairs prior to that.

THE DAIRY Our readers will know Farrah as the Executive Director of the Georgia Milk Producers from 2000 to
ALLIANCE 2022. Congratulations to Farrah Newberry and The Dairy Alliance.
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GEORGIA MILK PRODUCERS 2025 FALL INTERNS

The Georgia Milk Producers Fall Internship program is entering its third year, and we are thrilled to have three great
ABAC students join the team this semester. Read below to meet the intern team who will help plan and run the 2026
Georgia Dairy Conference.
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FAITH SHIVER

Faith is a Senior Agribusiness Major
at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College. Outside of school, she
volunteers in the nursery at First
Baptist Church of Tifton and works
part-time at Chicken Salad Chick. A
dairy farmers kid from Mitchell
County, GA, Faith has grown up
around the dairy industry. This past
summer she completed an internship
with Dairy Farmers of America Farm
Supply/Agronomy division. After
graduation, Faith would like to
pursue a career advocating for the
dairy industry and supporting
farmers. Her favorite dairy food is
cream cheese.

HANNAH FORTHE

Hannah is a Senior Agribusiness
Major attending Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College. She's an active
member of the Agronomy Club and
a student-worker at the Georgia
Peanut Commission. Hannah is
looking forward to learning about
career opportunities in the dairy
industry through networking at the
conference, and she's excited to
learn the behind-the-scenes aspect
of the conference. After graduation,
Hannah and her fiancé plan to get
married as she pursues a career in
the ag industry. A Reese's Blizzard is
her favorite dairy food.

December 7-9 - Georgia Farm Bureau Convention
Jekyll Island Conference Center - Jekyll Island, GA

January 19-21 - Georgia Dairy Conference
Marriott Savannah Riverfront Hotel - Savannah, GA

RILEY STOCKMAN

Riley is a freshman Agricultural
Communication major from Chiefland,
Florida. She received her Associates
Degree from the College of Central
Florida while in high school. She
serves as an ABAC Ambassador and is
an active member of the Agricultural
Communicators of Tomorrow Club.
Riley is looking forward to learning
more about the dairy industry beyond
the farm level and gaining real world
experience  in  marketing and
communications  throughout the
internship. She has a photography
business that she hopes to expand
throughout her college career. Her
favorite dairy food is cookie dough ice
cream.
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With roots in the ground since the 1950s, Overholt Dairy is now a third-generation farm, powered by passion,
commitment, and family. Benny Overholt, alongside his four brothers, own and operate Overholt Dairy, located in
Marshallville, GA. Started by their grandfather, Henry, in 1956, the dairy has adapted and expanded through three
generations.

At just six years old, Benny started working on the farm
milking cows. Over the decades, his hands-on learning
experiences since a young age has played a vital role in
the knowledge and skill he has today. As the oldest
brother, Benny is the lead “cattle guy.” From bookkeeping
to maintenance, Benny and his four brothers work
together to ensure each aspect of the farm is taken care
of.

In 2019 when the brothers officially transitioned to
owning the farm, the family invested in a state of the art
milking parlor. Just last year, the operation transitioned
from a traditional grazing herd to a commercial free stall
barn. Not only were they focused on efficiency, but also
looking to provide the best conditions possible for the
cattle. Along with the facilities updates, the operation
tripled the size of their cattle herd as well.

“The past year has been a good one for the health of the
cattle and the quality of milk,” said Benny. “We can just
produce a better product.”

Transitioning to a free-stall barn brought a new set of
learning opportunities and challenges. Learning a new
system takes time and guidance, and they’re thankful to
have support from surrounding neighbors and family.

One of the biggest challenges Benny has learned is to
navigate the ups and downs of the market. Some years
are good; some aren't so good. However, he has learned the value of being intentional and not cutting corners. “If
you slack on feed, you don't get the milk,” said Benny. “Being intentional creates a lot better of an animal.”

On the dairy, Benny enjoys the diversification of work. There's always something different to be working on.
Planting, harvesting, feeding, and milking are just a few of the different tasks he does. He specifically enjoys
placing the different moving pieces of the operation together and seeing everything “click” as it's supposed to.
Raising his family and working with his brothers on the farm is also a special aspect of the operation.

“If | leave for something, | know the place will be taken care of, “said Benny. “I never have to worry about that.”
Benny is committed to growing the farm to create opportunities for his children. He and his wife, Beth, value
raising their six children on the dairy, because there’s always an avenue to help and learn responsibility. He knows

it will have to expand and adapt in the future, and he is committed to paving a way for this to happen.

Benny and his brothers are continuing the legacy of Overholt dairy by teaching the next generation and being
willing to learn, grow, and expand themselves. He also serves on the Georgia Milk Producers Board of Directors.
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Georgia Dairy Conference Highlights - Join us in Savannah
on January 19-21st

The 2026 Georgia Dairy Conference is approaching fast, and we want YOU to join us in Savannah, Georgia on January 19-
21st. As a Georgia Milk Producers member, registration is completely free for you, your family, and your employees. With 16
industry-leading speakers, a tradeshow with 80 vendors, and incredible networking opportunities, you don't want to miss

this premier event. Register online at www.gadairyconference.com/registration to save your spot.

New Program Tuesday Morning of
GDC: Spotlight Symposium on
Milk Quality

We're excited to offer a new series this year at the Georgia Dairy
Conference. We will have a Spotlight Symposium on Milk Quality on
Tuesday morning, bringing together some of the US dairy industry's
leading experts on milk quality and mastitis treatment and prevention.
For the first time, the Georgia Dairy Conference will take a deep dive
into this major production topic, bringing producers several industry-
leading points of view on the best practices to achieve higher milk
quality, reduce dependence on antibiotics, and prevent mastitis
altogether.

Secure Your Hotel Room Before
December 26th

Nestled quietly at the end of Savannah's historic River Street, the
Marriott Savannah Riverfront is the official host hotel and conference
center of the Georgia Dairy Conference. You will receive a designated
reservation link to book your stay at the Marriott Savannah
Riverfront when you complete your registration at our conference
website. GMP is offering members a $100/night hotel voucher for up
to two nights at the host hotel. Be sure to book your room by
December 26th, 2025 to receive the block rate.

Savannah: The Hostess City of the
South SAVANNAH

Consistently named one of the &
"world's friendliest cities" by Condé
Nast Traveler readers, Savannah is a
historic coastal town with a world-
class reputation for hospitality and
grace.

Be sure to take in all the wonderful
sights and amazing cuisine along the
historic Savannah Riverfront during
the Georgia Dairy Conference. View
the visitor’s guide and plan your trip
at visitsavannah.com.

DAVID REID BRANDON

TRIECHLOR

JUSTINE
JOHNSON BRITTEN

Pre-Conference
Symposium

We are excited to announce that the
Pre-Conference Symposium is
returning to the 2026 Georgia Dairy
Conference Monday, January 19th at
9:30 AM. This two-hour informal
session will focus on What's New and
What's Next in the Dairy Industry.

We invite all of our farmers and
guests to attend this educational
opportunity, sponsored by our friends
at FeraAppease, Alta Genetics,
Agrarian Solutions, and Agri-Services
Agency. Modeled as our own version
of "Dairy TedTalks," the Pre-
Conference Symposium will focus on
new technology and services that are
driving the dairy industry forward. Be
sure to stop by the symposium to
hear from our outstanding lineup of
speakers.
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Monday, January 19

ACCM Board of Directors Meeting

Georgia Milk Producers Board of Directors Meeting

Registration Opens for Guests & Producers

GDC Pre-Conference Symposium

GA Dairy Youth Foundation Board of Directors Meeting

The Dairy Alliance / ADA of GA Meeting

General Session | Begins

General Session Seminar Barbara O'Brien, CEO & President of Dairy Management Inc.
Analyzing Markets and Trends in the Dairy Industry Corey Geiger, CoBank

Exhibitor Break in Atrium

General Session Il Begins

Beef Market Trends and Analysis Cylnn Tonsor, Kansas State University
Southeast Dairy Outlook Calvin Covington, Retired CEQ Southeast Milk Inc.
Georgia Dairy Conference Day One Concludes - Open Dinner

Tuesday, January 20

Continental Breakfast Opens in Atrium

General Session Ill Begins

Spotlight Symposium on Milk Quality Andy Johnson, Dairy Consultant

Spotlight Symposium on Milk Quality David Reid, Rocky Ridge Dairy Consulting, LLC
Exhibit Break in Atrium

General Session IV Begins

Spotlight Symposium on Milk Quality Justine Britten, Udder Health Systems
Spotlight Symposium on Milk Quality Brandon Triechlor, Select Milk Producers

GMP Awards Luncheon / GA Dairy Youth Live Auction

General Session V Begins

Joining the Eight Pound Club: Focusing on Milk Yield Mike Hutjens, University of lllinois
Understanding and Preventing Embryonic Loss Matt Lucy, University of Missouri

Exhibit Break in Atrium

General Session VI Begins

Better Farm Management, Crant Wiese, Farm640
Data-Driven Decision Making Miel Hostens, Cornell University
Georgia Dairy Conference Day One Concludes - Open Dinner

Wednesday, January 21

Continental Breakfast Opens in Atrium
General Session VIl Sponsored by Georgia ACC for Milk
Southeast Checkoff Update, Farrah Newberry, The Dairy Alliance

Beyond the Nutrient Management Plan: Using Real-Time Nitrogen Tracking to Inform
Applications Jackson Stansell, Founder & CEO of Sentinel Ag

Exhibit Break in Atrium
General Session VIIl Begins

General Session Seminar, TBD
Protecting Your Farm Against New World Screwworm, Nancy Hinkle, University of Georgia
Georgia Dairy Conference Concludes




