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WHOLE MILK FOR HEALTHY KIDS SIGNED INTO
LAW BY THE PRESIDENT

The Whole Milk for
Healthy Kids Act has
been signed into law,
restoring access to
whole milk for US

schools.

On Wednesday, January 14th, President Trump signed the Whole Milk for
Healthy Kids Act (S.222) into law as the first bill signing of 2026. This law
restores access to whole milk in US schools. This law gives schools the
option of serving whole or two percent milk as part of the USDA
reimbursable school lunch and breakfast programs. 

The law aligns with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2025–2030,
which reintroduced full-fat dairy as part of a healthy diet. USDA Secretary
Brooke Rollins emphasized that whole milk supports children’s nutrition
while benefiting dairy producers and rural communities. The administration
highlighted broader efforts to strengthen the farm economy and noted that
dairy prices declined last year, making products like butter and cheese more
affordable.

The legislation received bipartisan support from leaders in both the U.S.
Senate and House Agriculture Committees. USDA implementation begins
immediately, with guidance already issued to schools and additional
rulemaking underway. USDA will also update Child Nutrition Programs to
align school meals with the new dietary guidelines.
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Georgia dairy farmers may have the opportunity to receive cost-share funding for the purchase of emergency
generators. In partnership with the Georgia Department of Agriculture (GDA), GMP has been working to find additional
resources for dairy farms that are impacted by major weather events like Hurricane Helene in 2024. The Emergency
Management division of GDA is seeking applications from Georgia dairy farmers to apply for assistance through the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program through the Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA).

How Will the Grant Work?
The Georgia Department of Agriculture will apply for funds for critical agricultural infrastructure (which includes dairy
farms per GDA) through GEMA. GEMA is granted funding every year from the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to prepare for natural disasters. These Hazard Mitigation grants are designed to be proactive in nature by
enabling critical infrastructure to operate after a major weather event. If approved by both GDA and GEMA, a dairy farm
could receive a 75/25 cost share where the farm is required to cover only 25% of the purchase and installation costs for
new generators.

Dairy Farms Will Be Required to:
Agree to a maintenance plan and on-farm inspections to ensure the farm is following the maintenance plan for the
generator
Provide attestation that the farm can fund the mandatory 25% cost share
Complete the full application and supplement forms
Agree to various terms and conditions as outlined by FEMA, GEMA, and GDA

What is in the application:
A cover letter addressed to the Georgia Department of Agriculture and Commissioner Tyler J. Harper that includes:
The total budget request (any pre-award costs such as electrician costs to prepare for installation, may be included
but listed separately as “pre-award” reimbursement)
Acknowledgment that the producer must follow a written maintenance plan
Acknowledgement of the 25% cost share requirement
A Budget outlining costs of purchasing and installing a generator
Purchase price of generator
Costs of installing transfer switch
Costs of installing a fuel tank
Costs of earthwork and installing concrete pad for fixed generators
Quotes from vendors to support prices in the budget
Information about previous power outages from major weather events
A pre-application packet including:
A detailed map show where the generator will be stored/located on the property (and photos of the location)
Information about whether the location of the generator will be in a floodplain
Ground disturbance information if earthwork is required for installation as well as dimensions for any concrete work
Fuel storage and spill clean up plans
Letter of support from the local Emergency Management Authority

We acknowledge that this grant will require a lot of paperwork and a lot of time to complete. GDA has worked with
GEMA to extend the deadline for this funding opportunity to March 9, 2026. Please take a look at the application
materials. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Bryce Trotter (bryce@gamilk.org, 229-221-3906)
or Bethany Dyer (bethany@gamilk.org, 770-324-1260).
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GENERATOR GRANT OPPORTUNITY THROUGH GDA

On January 23rd, 2026 at the Georgia Ag Forecast Meeting, Georgia dairy
farmer Pete Gelber was announced as the Georgia Farmer of the Year.
Gelber owns and operates Barrington Dairy and Highbrighton Dairy in
Macon County. Macon County Extension Agent, Madison Luke, nominated
Pete for this honor. This fall at the Sunbelt Ag Expo in Moultrie, GA, Pete
will compete against nominees from neighboring southeastern states for
the title of 2026 Southeastern Farmer of the Year. All nominees will be
recognized and the winner will be announced at the Farmer of the Year
Luncheon at the Sunbelt Ag Expo on October 20, 2026.

PETE GELBER NAMED 2026
GEORGIA FARMER OF THE YEAR
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SDBII GRANT
OPPORTUNITIES

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2026 Georgia Dairy
Conference! We had a great turnout with over 600 attendees
spread across 60 dairy farms, 114 sponsor companies, and over
200 industry representatives. 

Every year, we at Georgia Milk Producers ask our attendees to
give us feedback on the conference. Please take 5 minutes and
tell us what you thought about our lineup of speakers and the
conference as a whole. You can take our survey by clicking the
“Conference Attendee Survey” button in the conference wrap-
up email, sent out to everyone who was registered. 

The speaker presentations have been uploaded onto the GDC
website. You can access the presentations by following the
steps below:

1.Visit www.gadairyconference.com
2.Click on the “More” tab on the right side of the screen
3.Select “Past Presentations”

Please feel free to use these presentation slides as tools for
your dairy farms. The presentations were recorded and will be
uploaded to Youtube in the near future. 

Enrollment for the 2026 Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program is now open through Thursday, February 26th. DMC provides
a risk-management safety net for dairy producers by offering protection for small and mid-sized farms and catastrophic
coverage for larger operations. 

The 2026 DMC includes key updates from the One Big, Beautiful Bill. All enrolled farms will establish a new production
history. Operations marketing milk on or before Jan. 1, 2023, will use their highest milk marketings from 2021, 2022, or 2023,
while newer operations will use their first year of marketings. Tier 1 coverage has expanded to 6 million pounds (up from 5
million), with premium rates unchanged. In addition, producers can now lock in coverage for six years (2026–2031) and receive
a 25% premium discount.

Enrollment requires submitting an application through your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

2026 GEORGIA DAIRY
CONFERENCE RECAP

1. The SDBII Farm Infrastructure Improvement Grant
supports dairy producers looking to upgrade or
modernize farm facilities to improve efficiency,
productivity, animal comfort, and long-term
sustainability.

2. The SDBII Precision Technology and Management
Grant provides reimbursement funding to licensed
dairy farms to support investments in precision
technologies and management systems that
improve efficiency, sustainability, and long-term
profitability.

The application deadline is March 4, 2026. You can
read more about the grants and review all the program
rules at sdbii.tennessee.edu.

Georgia Milk Producers members are still eligible for
discounted grant writing services through Lasso as a
continuation of the partnership that launched at the
beginning of 2025. You can contact Bryce Trotter at
bryce@gamilk.org to learn more about GMP's
partnership with Lasso.

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN FOR THE 2026 DMC PROGRAM

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 4 - Georgia Agribusiness Council Legislative Breakfast

Georgia Freight Depot - Atlanta, GA

February 10 - Georgia Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol

February 26 - DMC Enrollment Deadline

March 4 - Deadline for SDBII Farm Infrastructure Improvement Grant & Precision
Technology and Management Grant

March 9 - Deadline for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

March 12 - Steak Biscuit Day at the Capitol with Georgia Cattlemen’s Association

https://qv57q6eab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GJwS5A7tZU0VMSVQmZ3lbzUK9kbjqlYmWA9bUwt3hQk_3dkzRhWs7HmoQ1LoGL0A81TmnzZIw_GUxc4cQqZ-eOZHiDEgxbPj6APoemZ5iWShFbYjaPlWksax2mbD_9zIf_XVpe-5N0amoCcbkX7GS23vsBzYogI2lVJj28q0SESUZgU91rTN8Tpz81yx3Jw5fbc0fLQsoVnssGSCyGuOpS3d2pcGqFWBU1GCvXYq8dl53ebpi90KGArdgf_YOD8Wnk9Gw_AMxZht5U8aLyimz_IljboN9sjVg6odWUXtn6ahgzdv0c3sVLuPZtvFagiIHnDZQhUb7-0okEmeYpGwt4RC0hMiTHFQ8Oyq1L8bM4KR-rRMPIfQmLYd0KIcvutXf5W6DAwDOelWIAmOcIB9J4EAZQAxvXzlgj12Ap_DMxCW-OZMJto-05KJ9nvlZiSQBGJm_uQ6axdM8h_olWOQV80KszgyuOGw&c=xwlUfh5hqWqo4fJ6jUNF28keC_YPEQX5OpESV3taaaiCL9FmGrQHoQ==&ch=h14VLskMCLKELJghdqRowAigBruUJm5XVUslZtduDZQSTE9CUrJ0iw==
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DR. PAUL JOHNSON HONORED WITH 2026 BOBBY
WALKER AWARD

Georgia Milk Producers, Inc. JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

The Georgia Milk Producers, Inc. honored Dr. Paul Johnson with the 2026 Bobby Walker Award at the Georgia Dairy Conference.
The Bobby Walker Award (formerly titled the "Friend of the Dairy Industry" Award) is the highest honor given by Georgia's dairy
industry, and is presented at the Georgia Milk Producers, Inc. annual meeting.

Dr. Paul Johnson has spent the better part of his 45 year professional career working for and with dairy producers across the
Southeast. After receiving an undergraduate degree from Troy University, Dr. Johnson earned his Doctorate of Veterinary
Medicine from Auburn University in 1980 and established his own dairy practice based in Enterprise, Alabama. Soon the practice
expanded to working with dairy producers across the region.

In 2019, Dr. Johnson was elected Chairman of the Georgia Agricultural Commodity Commission for Milk, the entity
tasked with allocating regional, state, and local checkoff funds. As Chairman of ACCM, Johnson worked with allied
groups in promotion and industry to seek out marketing and promotional opportunities for dairy products processed in
the Southeast that used local dairy farmers’ milk. In addition to his service on ACCM, Johnson also represented the
Georgia Milk Producers, Inc. on the University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine’s Advisory Committee where
he worked with other commodity representatives to promote additional access and educational opportunities for
students seeking to work as veterinary technicians. Paul also served on the American Farm Bureau Federation’s Animal
Care Issue Advisory Committee. 

"Paul has been a champion for the Georgia dairy industry for many years, dating back to before he started milking cows
himself. He has been a tireless advocate for our industry and has dedicated himself to creating opportunities for other
dairymen to network with and learn from each other," said Adam Graft, GMP Board of Directors Vice-President.

Outside of his volunteer work on dairy policy and promotion, Dr. Johnson has also had a profound impact on educational
programming for dairy farmers across the Southeast. In 2019, Paul volunteered to serve as the Program Chairman of the
Georgia Dairy Conference. His vision was to develop an agenda with industry-leading speakers covering every aspect of
dairy management, research, and promotion that would attract dairy farmers and industry professionals from across the
country. Partnering with Georgia Milk Producers, Inc. staff and the GMP Board of Directors, Dr. Johnson’s networking
and relationship-building has helped grow the Georgia Dairy Conference’s profile and solidify its position as the
Southeast’s largest dairy management conference. The educational programs Paul has organized in six years as GDC
Program Chair have attracted dairy producers and dairy professionals from over thirty states and Canada. 

Paul and Ginger are active members of Bainbridge Methodist Church. Paul also serves on the board of directors for the
Decatur County Farm Bureau. When Paul isn’t working on the dairy or planning the next Georgia Dairy Conference
agenda, he enjoys making new friends on X (formerly Twitter) and spending time with his grandchildren.

For over two decades, Dr. Johnson worked alongside dairy producers
both locally and in Japan and Australia. His practice focused extensively
on disease prevention, herd health, and management practices that
increased milk production by improving the overall health of the
individual animals. By traveling to see dairies of various sizes,
management styles, and geographies, and his participation in veterinary
organizations like the American Association of Bovine Practitioners
(AABP), Paul gained an understanding and appreciation of the little
details that add up to make a successful dairy operation. In 1993,
Johnson received the Excellence in Preventive Medicine Dairy Award
from AABP.

While he enjoyed the collaboration and variety that came with his
consulting business, Dr. Johnson also wanted to create more
opportunities to spend time at home with his family. In 1999, Paul had
the opportunity to purchase a dairy in Climax, Georgia. Paul and his wife,
Ginger, took a leap of faith and became first-generation dairy farmers
with a herd of 350 cows. Through the years the farm, Providence Dairy,
expanded to 1,200 cows as Paul’s brother, Gary, and oldest son, Matt,
both joined the operation. 


